
TOP 5 CANCERS 
Combined Incidence II-1 

Top Five Most Commonly Diagnosed Cancers in North America 

by Sex, All Races 

2016–2020 

MALES/ALL RACES 

United States Canada North America

Cancer Sites 

Average 

Annual 

Cases 

Percent Cancer Sites 

Average 

Annual 

Cases 

Percent Cancer Sites 

Average 

Annual 

Cases 

Percent 

All Sites 895,560 100.0 All Sites 78,451 100.0 All Sites 974,012 100.0 

Prostate 221,202 24.7 Prostate 17,165 21.9 Prostate 238,367 24.5 

Lung & Bronchus 114,109 12.7 Lung & Bronchus 9,524 12.1 Lung & Bronchus 123,634 12.7 

Colon & Rectum 76,016 8.5 Colon & Rectum 9,054 11.5 Colon & Rectum 85,070 8.7 

Bladder 58,483 6.5 Bladder 5,950 7.6 Bladder 64,433 6.6 

Melanoma of the 

Skin 
50,994 5.7 

Melanoma of the 

Skin 
3,776 4.8 

Melanoma of the 

Skin 
54,769 5.6 

FEMALES/ALL RACES 

United States Canada North America 

Cancer Sites 

Average 

Annual 

Cases 

Percent Cancer Sites 

Average 

Annual 

Cases 

Percent Cancer Sites 

Average 

Annual 

Cases 

Percent 

All Sites 866,077 100.0 All Sites 76,280 100.0 All Sites 942,357 100.0 

Breast 258,836 29.9 Breast 21,071 27.6 Breast 276,907 29.7 

Lung & Bronchus 108,973 12.6 Lung & Bronchus 9,888 13.0 Lung & Bronchus 118,862 12.6 

Colon & Rectum 67,848 7.8 Colon & Rectum 7,434 9.7 Colon & Rectum 75,282 8.0 

Uterus Corpus & 

Uterus NOS 
59,161 6.8 

Uterus Corpus & 

Uterus NOS 
5,331 7.0 

Uterus Corpus & 

Uterus NOS 
64,492 6.8 

Melanoma of the 

Skin 
35,305 4.1 Thyroid 3,187 4.2 

Melanoma of the 

Skin 
38,295 4.1 

Abbreviations: NOS, Not otherwise specified     

Note: Compiled by the North American Association of Central Cancer Registries, based on cases included in the combined incidence for North America.


