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NOTE: This manual was prepared prior to required XML data transmission for NAACCR submission files
and the accommodation of XML-related changes within edit processing. Anticipated changes may affect
the properties of data fields and the layout structure within EditWriter 5, for both the standard NAACCR
metafile and customized edit objects developed by central registries. An addendum to the manual will
be released when information becomes available and any changes to EditWriter 5 procedures are
developed.

DEVELOPING A CENTRAL REGISTRY METAFILE

Whenever a new Edits metafile is released, every central or state registry must determine its approach
to integrating changes into its internal operations and instructions to reporting facilities. EditWriter 5
documentation distinguishes between major metafile changes, related to significant changes in the
NAACCR Data Dictionary, and minor changes, or corrections to edit descriptions and/or logic from a
prior major or minor metafile release.

Section |, METAFILE DOCUMENTATION, describes the documentation that is posted with a new metafile.
This documentation is critical to the registry's review of the metafile and decision-making about bringing
forward any customized or registry-specific edit objects from a previous metafile. (Edit objects, the
components of the program, are identified by the tab headings on the main screen of EditWriter 5:
Agencies, Edits, edit sets, fields, layouts, messages, tables.) Section Il, MAJOR METAFILE VERSION,
discusses and demonstrates with EditWriter 5 examples how to move the state metafile to a new major
version of the standard metafile, including developing new customized edits. Section Ill, MINOR
METAFILE VERSION, discusses updating a state metafile with minor changes. Section IV, METAFILE
VERSION DOCUMENTATION, is a short reminder to label the new metafile with version number and
date.

There is an extensive Help section in EditWriter 5 which contains much useful information about the
program. "Navigator" in the Index references all the edit objects, and the "Forms" and "Filters" tabs in
particular should be carefully reviewed before working extensively with the metafile. This document
highlights some procedures in developing a state metafile; it supplements but does not replace the
information in EditWriter 5 Help.
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Edit Form

The Edit form is a workspace where the user can build a set of rules to evaluate the contents of one or more Fiel

Id objects. An

Edit object may also be designed without reference to any Field objects.

The evaluation may include lookup up data in 3 Table object.
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[. METAFILE DOCUMENTATION

The metafiles are posted for downloading on the NAACCR website, www.naaccr.org/standard-data-

edits/. Posted along with any metafile are a change spreadsheet, detailing changes in the new metafile
from the last posted metafile, and an edit set spreadsheet identifying edit sets and all included edits by
standard setter: (National Program of Cancer Registries [NPCR], Commission on Cancer [CoC],
Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results [SEER], and Canadian Council on Cancer Registries [CCCR]).
An edit detail report is also posted on the NAACCR site, containing a description of each edit in the
metafile; this is a lengthy report, pulled from all the edits in the metafile.

The change spreadsheet for a new major version of the metafile will detail any changes from the last
posted metafile (usually a minor version of the metafile associated with the preceding version of the
NAACCR Data Dictionary). The change spreadsheet for a new major version will document changes in
edits, tables, and field names if an existing data item is renamed. The change spreadsheet for a new
minor version will document changes in Edits, edit sets, fields, layout, some messages, and tables. The
edit documentation will identify both new and deleted edits. The documentation on the change
spreadsheet is generally not cumulative. For example, if there were five minor versions of the preceding
metafile, the change spreadsheet for the new major version would only show changes from the fifth
minor version to the new major version.

Changes for Edits and tables are also documented within the EditWriter5 software, and the
documentation should match what is on change spreadsheets. Documentation is included in the
Administrative Notes tab for Edits (excluding deleted edits), and in the Properties tab for tables. These
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tabs in many cases will identify the first metafile version in which the edit or table was added, and will
maintain a cumulative log of changes across metafiles. Changes for other edit objects, such as edit sets,
fields, layouts, and messages, are not routinely documented within EditWriter5.

II. MAJOR METAFILE VERSION
The revision of the Edits metafile to a new major version begins with review of the NAACCR Data
Dictionary and particularly the Required Status table, http://datadictionary.naaccr.org/?c=8. Practically,

the central registry will be aware of pending changes to the Data Dictionary and will have decided on
data items to require from reporting facilities before the final publication of the Required Status table.
The NAACCR Record layout in the metafile replicates the item numbers and names in the Required
Status table. The edit sets for the standard setters in the metafile are tied to the standard setter
requirements in the Required Status table. Generally there will be an edit checking required values for
each data item, an edit checking that the value is reported for each standard setter requiring the data
item, and additional edits which compare reported values across related data items. The valid value and
required status edits will most likely be included in the first version of a new metafile; edits across
related data items may be included in the first or later versions of a new metafile.

When moving to a new major version of the metafile, the edit set spreadsheet should be reviewed to
determine if a standard edit set will satisfy registry reporting requirements, or if a customized edit set
will be necessary to edit all required data items. The edit detail report could be reviewed for specific
information on each edit which the registry is considering; the same information is also available for
inspection within the metafile itself.

In addition to reviewing any new edits which may have been added to a standard edit set, the registry
should review the edit set spreadsheet for existing edits which may have been moved into or out of
standard edit sets. If the registry has based a customized edit set on a standard edit set that has been
revised, the registry must decide whether to remain in synch with the standard edit set in this regard.
An edit may have been removed from an edit set because the standard setter no longer requires editing
of an older data item, or has decided that an edit does not serve its desired purpose, or the edit can be
replaced by a similar edit from another standard setter.

A registry may have developed, or customized, edits for its own use in the currently used version of the
metafile. The registry must review these edits to determine if they should be kept; and if the edits are
kept, the registry should also review the change spreadsheet for any suggestions for modifying the
existing customized edits. For example, if new data items are linked to a diagnosis date, an existing edit
may have an open-ended diagnosis date that needs to be closed if the data item is no longer required
after a certain date.

The change spreadsheet should be reviewed for any edits which may have been deleted from the
standard metafile. The registry should determine if there is a reason to keep any deleted edits, or
customized edits based on deleted edits. The change spreadsheet should provide specific information
about why an edit was deleted. Generally edits are deleted because they are replaced by other edits, or
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because unresolvable problems have been identified in how the edits have been applied to registry
data, or edits are in conflict with each other.

If a registry has missed or not implemented the first version of a new major version of the metafile
before a subsequent version is released, the registry may go directly to the subsequent version without
first implementing the initial version. As an example, the v18 metafile contained edits for multiple new
fields and a significantly changed record layout, and problems with edits were identified shortly after
release. Corrected minor versions of the metafile, v18A and v18B, were released within two months,
and a v18C with additional edits for the subsequent year was released within another seven months.
Each of these metafiles contains the full complement of edits available at the time of release, they are
not supplemental, so a registry would be best served by starting with the current version of the metafile
at the time when upgrading from the last major version number (v16E for the v18 example). As noted in
Section |, the change spreadsheets are generally not cumulative, so the registry would have to review all
change spreadsheets detailing changes from the existing metafile (for v18, vi8A, v18B in the example)
to the metafile being installed as the new major version (v18C in the example).

A.NO CHANGES TO METAFILE

After the registry has done the initial work of downloading the metafile and accompanying documents
from the NAACCR website, identifying the data items to be collected and edited, and reviewing edit set
contents, if the registry can use a standard edit set and has no customized edits to bring forward from
the previous metafile, the metafile is ready for use.

B. CHANGES TO METAFILE
1. Agency username and password.

An agency code is identified for all objects in the standard metafile, with perhaps a few exceptions. The
agency code identifies the standard setter responsible for the edit object: CoC, NPCR, SEER, and CCCR.
Any registry wishing to customize an edit metafile can either do so using the agency NONE available
within the standard metafile, or by adding and defining its own agency with an agency username and
password. Adding a custom agency and assigning it to other customized edit objects is not mandatory
for developing a customized metafile; the registry can use all the functionality of EditWriter 5 operating
as agency NONE.

However, adding a custom agency allows for easy identification of objects created or modified by the
registry, distinguishing them from other objects in the standard metafile that may have agency NONE; it
provides a control mechanism over who can modify a metafile within a registry; and it allows registries
to potentially share metafiles or edit objects without changes being introduced into their own edit
objects. If a registry is going to add an agency object to the metafile, with an agency code and
password, it should assign the agency to all customized objects in the metafile that it creates or owns.

To add an agency, open the new metafile and click OK on the opening screen.
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After the agency is added, save the metafile with a new name reflecting the agency name and date
metafile was created. After the metafile is saved, click on "File" on the top menu, select "Login", and
enter the newly created username and password.

z Login to Metafile [&J
You are already logged in as:
Agency Code | TR
Passwaord

[ o OK ” xCancEI|

- N

The agency will be able to copy existing objects in the metafile, assign them new names and agency, and
modify those objects in future. Any agency can only modify existing objects in the metafile that have an
agency code identified by "NONE" or the agency code used to login to the metafile. To modify or
change any object in the metafile with another agency code, the user is required to copy the existing
object, give it a new name (and a new tag for edits and edit sets), and save it in the metafile. For edits
based closely on standard edits, it is probably most useful to use the standard edit name including the
new agency within the name, for example: Addr at DX--City (COC), tag NO037, modified as Addr at DX—
City (MYSTATE), tag MYS0001. (An identifying registry label can be added to the edit name, even if the
agency is retained as NONE.) A customized edit may not have the exact same name as a standard edit.

2. Edit and Edit Set Tags

If the registry is going to add any customized edit sets or edits to a metafile, the registry must also add
tags to these objects. The standard NAACCR tags are identified by "N" and currently include numbers
from NOOO1 through N6130 for edits and NESO001 through NES0501 for edit sets. The registry should
develop a system of numbering for its tags that will not run into NAACCR tag numbers. The fields are
also numbered, 10 through 9981; these numbers are not prefaced with "N". The registry can add and
number fields, but should stay away from NAACCR numbers, perhaps starting with a large value such as
20000. The registry can also add messages; the standard numbers are 252 through 9007. Again the
registry should avoid NAACCR numbers, perhaps starting with a large value such as 50000, as the
NAACCR numbers tend to increase rapidly.

3. Changes to Edit Sets

There are two standard edit sets for registries reporting to NPCR: Central: Vs18 NPCR Required - Consol-
All Edits, intended for internal central registry use on consolidated records; and Central: Vs18 State
Example - Incoming Abstracts, intended as a starting place for registries to develop their own
customized edit sets. A registry could use this edit set as is, but also customize the edit set with
additional edits, or changes to included edits. (The v18D metafile, though not a major revision, is used
for examples in the following sections.) To add a new edit set, copy the existing edit set that is most like

11



the final version the registry wants to use. Rename the edit set, identify the agency for the edit set, and
give it a new tag using a numbering system devised for the registry that distinguishes it from the tags
used in the standard metafile.

&, EditWriter v5. — =l il
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The registry can identify potential edits for use through inspection of the edit set spreadsheet. For this
example, note that the Site-Specific Data Items (SSDI) new in 2018, generally have two edits, one
identified by "Date DX" (valid value edit, blank for pre-2018), and one identified by "Required" (field may
not be blank 2018+). The NPCR edit sets generally include the "Date DX" edits but very few of the
"Required" edits.
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1 Edit Name EditTag [Central: Vs Central: V Hosp: Vs1 Hosp: Vsl Hosp: Vs1 Hosp: Vsl SEER Canadian Council of Cancer Reg
1076 Hemato ICDO3, Summ Stg 1977 (NAACCR) NO833
1077 Hematopoietic, TNM, ICDO2 (NAACCR) N0374 X X X
1078 Hematopoietic, TNM, ICDO3 (COC) N0932 X X X
1079 Hematopoietic, TNM, ICDO3 (NAACCR) NO451
1080 HER2 IHC Summary, Date DX (NAACCR) N2681 X X X X X X X
1081 HER2 IHC Summary, Schema ID, Required (NAACCR) N2838 X X X X
1082 HER2 IHC Summary, Schema ID, Required, CoC Flag (SEER) NB066 X
1083 HER2 ISH Dual Probe Copy Number, Date DX (NAACCR) N2684 X X X X X X X
1084 HER2 I5H Dual Probe Copy Number, Schema ID, Reguired (NAACCR) N2857 X X X
1085 HER2 ISH Dual Probe Copy Number, Schema ID, Required, CoC Flag (SEER) N6069 X
1086 HER2 ISH Dual Probe Ratio, Date DX (NAACCR) N2683 X X X X X X X %
1087 HERZ ISH Dual Probe Ratio, Schema ID, Required (NAACCR) N2858 X X X
1088 HER2 ISH Dual Probe Ratio, Schema ID, Required, CoC Flag (SEER) N6068 X
1089 HER2 ISH Single Probe Copy Number, Date Dx (NAACCR) N2685 X X X X X X X
1090 HER2 ISH Single Probe Copy Number, Schema ID, Required (NAACCR) N2859 X X X
1091 HER2 ISH Single Probe Copy Number, Schema ID, Required, CoC Flag (SEER) N6070 X
1092 HER2 ISH Summary, Date DX (NAACCR) N2682 X X X X X X X
1093 HER2 ISH Summary, Schema ID, Required (NAACCR) N2860 X X X X
1094 HER2 ISH Summary, Schema ID, Required, CoC Flag (SEER) N6067 X
1095 HER2 Overall Summary, Breast, IHC, ISH (NAACCR) N5034 X X X X
1096 HER2 Overall Summary, Breast, IHC, ISH, CoC Flag (SEER) N6122 X
1097 HER2 Overall Summary, Date DX (NAACCR) N2735 X X X X X X X
1098 HERZ Overall Summary, Schema ID, Reguired (NAACCR) N2889 X X X X X X X
1099 Heritable Trait, Date DX (NAACCR) N2740 X X X X X X X 35
W MvE;celEd]G (73 e (KN n | 3

The registry has decided to add "HER2 IHC Summary, Schema ID, Required (NAACCR) to its edit set.

To add an edit, in this case an edit requiring the completion of a data item not included in the NPCR
standard edit set, open the edit, and on the "Cross-References" tab click in the box next to the selected
edit set, then click on "Save". In the "edit sets" screen, the edit set will be listed in red, showing that it
has been modified, but it is not necessary to specifically open or save the edit set. This approach is very
efficient for modifying edit sets, particularly if the registry wants to add the same edit to multiple edit
sets.
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Hemato ICDO3, Summ Stg 1977 (NAACCR) ND839 NAACCR 7 70CC Edts for 2018 (NAARCCR) - ot s
Hematopoietic, TNM, ICDO2 (NAACCR) NO374 NAACCR | Blank THM Fields Edits (NAACCR) - HERZ TIC Summary
Hematopoietic, TNM, ICDO3 (COC) NQ932 coc [ Canadian Council of Cancer Registries - vs18 Edits (CCCR) Schema ID
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R S, Do DX (1A e et W
HER2 IHC Summary, Schema ID, Required, CoC Flag (SEER)  N6066 SEER [ EOD Edits for 2018 (NAACCR)
HER2 ISH Dual Probe Copy Number, Date DX (NAACCR) N2684 NAACCR g HE’;t:P’"t\”,;DgSégsce::ﬁ}:g‘fgﬁjm o E
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HER2 ISH Dual Prabe Ratio, Date DX (NAACCR) N2683 NAACCR % ;f;g:\a\":::bersCRS:jﬁ!jdfurqrugscimizg‘(ﬂéggf)
HER2 ISH Dual Probe Ratio, Schema ID, Required (NAACCR)  N2858 NAACCR ¥ MYSTATE: Vs18 - Incoming Abstracts (MYST)
HER2 ISH Dual Probe Ratio, Schema ID, Required, CoC Flag (£ N6068. SEER [ Name--Maiden, Check for Unknown (NAACCR)
HER2 ISH Single Probe Copy Number, Date Dx (NAACCR) N2685 NAACCR E x;g;ii; E;is(::’(cﬁgcm
HER2 ISH Single Probe Copy Number, Schema 1D, Required (h N2859 NAACCR 1 (wer-rida Micies FNAACCRY 2
HER2 ISH Single Probe Copy Number, Schema I, Required, € N6070 SEER Cross-References-1 \ Description-2 | Edit Logic-3 | Administrative Notes-4 | Error Messages-5 | Test Ben:h—s\
HER2 ISH Summary, Date DX (NAACCR) N2682 NAACCR
HER2 ISH Summary, Schema ID, Required (NAACCR) N2860 HAACCR b save @
HER2 ISH Summary, Schema ID, Required, CoC Flag (SEER) N6067 SEER
HER2 Overall Summary, Breast, IHC, ISH (NAACCR) N5034 MAACCR |
HER2 Overall Summary, Breast, IHC, ISH, CoC Flag (SEER) N6122 SEER il
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An alternative way is to open the edit set, click on the edit in the left-hand section of the screen,
"Available edits in this metafile", click on the right-pointing arrow to move the edit to the right-hand
section of the screen, "Edits in this edit set", and click on "Save". This method may be more efficient if a
lot of edits are being added to one or two edit sets.
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Metafile: MYSTATE_v18D_20190623 smf

Edit set name Edit Set name MYSTATE: Vs18 - Incoming Abstracts Agency cod

Total edit sets: 31

Last changed 06/23/2019 16:18:06 Edit Set tag MYESO01
Edit Set Name Edit Set Tag | Description
Census Tract, County GC Codes NESD348 This edit set is an example of an edit set that could be used by a central cancer registry to edit incoming abstracts. Although »
Central: V18 NPCR Required - Consol-All Edits NES0149 most state registries would be able to use this edit set as a starting point for creating their own state-specific edit set, state-
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Central: Vs18 State Example - Incoming Abstracts MNES0150
Early Detection Program Edits NES0278 NOTE: The _S¥S Schema ID edits included in the consolidated edit set are for central registry use in validating schema -
EOD Edits for 2018 NES0501 Available Edits in this Metafile Edits in this Edit Set
Extent of Disease Edits NES0013
. red - Al Edit Name Edit Name
(Eaee Vel B Rzl = 4 (BT 1697 edits displayed. [] Apply filter from Navigator 716 edits displayed. Suppressed
Hosp: Ws18 COC Required - All+ CS NESD344 - ~
Hosp: Ws18 COC Required Confidential NES0015 Edit Name Ed‘tT Agenc Edit name EL Az
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IHS - Variables Required for IHS Linkage NES0117 Hemato ICDO2, Summ Stg 1977, Type Rpt  NO43. NAAC hCG Pre-Orchiectomy Lab Value, Date DX (NA N265 NAAC

Hemato ICDO3, Summ Stg 1977 (NAACCR) NO83¢ NAAC

hCG Pre-Orchiectomy Range, Date DX (NAACH N271 NAAC

MYSTATE: Incoming Abstracts MYE!

Name-—Maiden, Check for Unknown NESO018 Hematopoietic, TNM, ICDO2 (NAACCR) NO37: NAAC

NPCR SSF Test NES0306 Hematopoietic, THM, ICDO3 {COC) NO93: COC H s 3 |

NPCR-CER Edit Set NES0266 Hematopoietic, THM, ICDO3 (NAACCR) No4s: NAACL| HER2 ISH Dual Probe Copy Number, Date DX = N26& NAA!‘:‘
Over-ride Misuse NESD019 HER2 THC Summary, Schema 1D, Required, N606¢ SEER: HER2 ISH Dual Probe Ratio, Date DX (NAACCE N268 NAAC
Path tems NES0052 HER2 ISH Dual Probe Copy Number, Schem N285. NAAC HER2 ISH Single Probe Copy Number, Date Dy N268 NAAC
Pre2016 c,p mixed bag NES0336 HER2 ISH Dual Probe Copy Number, Schem N606¢ SEER: HER2 ISH Summary, Date DX (NAACCR) N26E NAAC
Pre2016 c,p required NES0337 HER2 ISH Dual Probe Ratio, Schema 1D, Rer N285¢ NAAC HER2 Overall Summary, Date DX (NAACCR)  N27Z NAAC
Pre2016 no ¢,p in codes NES0338 HER2 ISH Dual Probe Ratio, Schema 1D, Rer N606¢ SEER HERZ2 Overall Summary, Schema ID, Requirec N28E NAAC
A — N, HER?2 ISH Single Probe Copy Number, Sche N285¢ NAAC Heritable Trait, Date DX (NAACCR) N274 NAAC
4l HER2 ISH Single Probe Copy Mumber, Sche N607( SEER ~ High Risk Cytogenetics, Date DX (NAACCR)  N274 NAAC ~

|Agencie&1 | Editszl Edit Sets-3 ‘ Fields-4 | Layouts-5 | Messages-6 | Tables-|

@ Stop! <1 Prev ] [ K> Next ] [  save ] [ Xclnse]
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This change, by either method, has added a standard edit to a customized edit set.

NOTE: If a registry has created multiple edit sets within a single metafile, the edit sets to be used for
editing any data file must be specified by the calling program outside the metafile itself. GenEdits Plus,
a stand-alone program developed by and available from NPCR, which applies an edit metafile to a data
file, allows the selection of multiple edit sets for a single processing run. Other central registry systems
which integrate editing with processing incoming data files must specify the edit sets to be used.

4. Changes to Edits

The registry may also customize existing edits. This metafile includes some edits new in 2019 for data
items new in 2018; the registry has decided to apply the edits to 2018 diagnosis date as well. The
registry can use the Edits Filter option to identify edits applicable to 2019 diagnosis date.

& EditWriter v [E=nras —x=]
File Edits Reports View Tools Window Help
o =D 4 b o9 U ¥ o |
Close Save SMF SaveAs  Login Launch  Add  Delete CopyAs  Fiter Impart Exit
Metafile: MYSTATE v18D_20190623 smf @, Filter Edits [=][@] =]
— ENTEEED ¥ Edit properties (filters specified)
Total edits in filtered list: 158 Edit name contains
Edit Name Edit Tag Agency  *
AJCC TNM Post Therapy Stage, RX Dates (COC) N3026 coc @
Autopsy Only, RX, Schema ID (NPCR) N5020 NPCR Description, Logic or Admin Notes contains
Brain Molecular Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (NAACCR) N3041 NAACCR 2019 Look in |/ Description
Breast, Nodes Pos/Ex, Scope Nodes, EOD Regional Nodes (SEE N3031 SEER g g
Breslow Tumor Thickness, Melanoma, Summary Stage 2018 ( N3042 NAACCR Administrative Notes
Census Tract 2010, State, County, 2010-2019 (NPCR) N1937 NPCR
Circumferential Resection Margin (CRM), Colon, Surg Prim Siti N3034 NAACCR Last changed between Empty attributes Show
CoC Accredited Flag, Date DX, Type Report Source (NAACCR) N2811 NAACCR A © Don't filter on empty attributes @ All Edits
Date Initial RX SEER, Ca Dir RX, Schema ID (SEER) N5022 SEER and () Edits with empty attributes (© single-field Edits only
|pate of Diagnosis, Required (NAACCR) [Inso71 [ naaccr P ) Edits with NOT empty attributes ) Multi-field Edits only
Date of Sentinel Lymph Mode Biopsy Flag, RX Summ Scope Re N4030 coc Description is empty
Date Regional LM Dissection, RX Summ Scope Reg LN Sur (CO N4031 coc Edit Logic is empty
Date Regional LN Dissection, RX Summ Scope Reg LN Sur, Col N4209 SEER Edit Logic does not compile
Date Regional Lymph Node Dissection, RX Date Surgery (NAAC N4210 NAACCR E\ggm‘tsgrarg‘:eMtu;:;gIesérgpt‘*
Date Regional Lymph Node Dissection, RX Date Surgery, CoC | N6086 SEER
EOD Mets, Type of Reporting Source {SEER) N6076 SEER » Edit Sets
EOD Regional Nodes, Regional Nodes Positive (SEER) N6079 SEER e
ER Summary, Breast, ER Percent (NAACCR) N5032 NAACCR
ER Summary, Breast, ER Percent, CoC Flag (SEER) N6120 SEER » Fields
Extranodal Extension Head and Neck Clin/Path, EOD Regional I N3090 ! SEER
fv‘fﬁnnﬂal Fvtansinn Haad and Nack Clin/Path Summary Stan NANG1 NAACCR T & Apply ] [ A Clear ] [ X Close
|Agencles—1| Edits-2 |Ed\t Sets-3 | Fields-4 | Layouts-3 | Messages-6 | Tables—?l
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Brain Molecular Markers is an SSDI required by NPCR, and there is a standard edit, Brain Molecular
Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (NAACCR) in the NPCR edit set. This edit checks for consistency between
Brain Molecular Markers and Summary Stage 2018, but for diagnoses starting in 2019. The registry for
this example has decided to start this edit with 2018 diagnoses.
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Metafile: MYSTATE v18D_20190623.smf ] ( @ Filter Edits

T — &, Edit: Brain Molecular Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (NAACCR)

Total edit sets: 31

- Edit name Brain Molecular Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (NAACCR] Agency code | NAACCR

Edit Set Name Edit Set Tag Agency

Census Tract, County GC Codes NES0348 NAACCR Last changed 04/03/2019 14:31:04 Edit tag N5041
Central: V518 NPCR Required - Consol-All Edits NESD149 NPCR This edit verifies that the Brain Molecular Markers SSDI is coded consistently
Central: Vs18 State Example - Incoming Abstracts NES0150 NAACCR with Summary Stage 2018.

Early Detection Program Edits NES0278 NPCR

EOD Edits for 2018 NES0501 NAACCR 1. The edit is skipped for the following conditions:

Extent of Disease Edits NES0013 NAACCR [ a. Diagnosis date is before 2019, blank (unknown), or invalid.

Hosp: Vs18 COC Required - All NES0095 coc b. Schema ID not = 00721 or 00722
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HAIES00 S 3. If Summary Stage 2018 = 8, Brain Molecular Markers must = 86 (Benign or

MName--Maiden, Check for Unknown MES0018 NAACCR borderline) or 99 (no microscopic confirmation).

NPCR SSF Test MNES0306 NPCR

NPCR-CER Edit Set MNES0266 NPCR

Over-ride Misuse NESDO019 NAACCR

Path Ttems MNES0052 NAACCR

Pre2016 c,p mixed bag NES0336 NAACCR Cross-References-1 Description-2 Edit Logic-3 | Administrative Notes-4 | Error Messages-5 | Test Bench—sl
Pre2016 c,p required MES0337 NAACCR

P req H save

Pre2016 no c,p in codes MES0338 NAACCR
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The edit needs to be copied, assigned a new name, new edit tag, and new agency.
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Cpen Close  Save SMF SaveAs  Login Cut Copy  Paste Launch  Add Filter Import Exit
Metafile: MYSTATE_v18D_20190623 smf
Edit name FILTERED
Total edits in filtered list: 158
Edit Name Edit Tag Agency ~
AJCC TNM Post Therapy Stage, RX Dates (COC) N5026 coc o
Autopsy Only, RX, Schema ID (NPCR) N5020 NPCR
Brain Molecular Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (WAACCR)  [nsoat  [naacck il
Breast, Nodes Pos/Ex, Scope Nodes, EQD Regional Nodes (SEE N5031 Copy Edit —
Breslow Tumor Thickness, Melanoma, Summary Stage 2018 { N5042 e - ]
Enter UNIQUE VALUES for the fields shown below.
Census Tract 2010, State, County, 2010-2019 (NPCR) M1937
Circumferential Resection Margin (CRM), Colon, Surg Prim Siti N3034 il Editname Molecular Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (MYSTATE)
CoC Accredited Flag, Date DX, Type Report Source (NAACCR) N2811 e [T
Date Initial RX SEER, Ca Dir RX, Schema ID (SEER) N5022 g
Date of Diagnosis, Required (NAACCR) N6071
Date of Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy Flag, RX Summ Scope Re N4030 Ageney code
Date Regional LN Dissection, RX Summ Scope Reg LN Sur (CO N4031
Date Regional LN Dissection, RX Summ Scope Reg LN Sur, Co' N4209 g
Date Regional Lymph Node Dissection, RX Date Surgery (NAAC N4210
Date Regional Lymph Node Dissection, RX Date Surgery, CoC | N6086 SEER
EOD Mets, Type of Reporting Source (SEER} NG076 SEER
EOD Regional Nodes, Regional Nodes Positive (SEER) NG079 SEER
ER Summary, Breast, ER Percent (NAACCR) N5032 NAACCR
ER Summary, Breast, ER Percent, CoC Flag (SEER) N6120 SEER
Extranodal Extension Head and Neck Clin/Path, EOD Regional I N3090 . SEER
fvﬁnndal Evtancinn Haad and Nack Clin/Path Summary Gtan NANG1 TR =
Agencm—ll Edits-2 |Ed\t Set5-3| Fields-4 | Layouts—il Messages-6 | Tabl.sm-7|
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Then both the description and edit logic should be updated to reflect 2018 rather than 2019, the edit
tested to verify that it is applied to a 2018 diagnosis date, and the Administrative Note updated.

e .ot eeccti—— e e e o WA
File Edit Tools Window Help
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Total edits in filtered list: 159
Edit Name BT P & Edit: Brain Molecular Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (MYSTATE) = ==
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Edit Name B B &, Edit: Brain Molecular Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (MYSTATE) (= |
AJCC TNM Post Therapy Stage, RX Dates (COC) N3026 coc Edit name Brain Molecular Mark 5 Stage 2018 (MYSTATE) Agency code
Autopsy Only, RX, Schema ID (NPCR) N3020 NPCR

Brain Molecular Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (MYSTATE) ~ MYDOL1 MYST Last changed  06/23/2019 16:50:00 Edit tag Myoo1
Brain Molecular Markers, Summary Stage 2018 (NAACCR) N3041 NAACCR | || yew edit - NAACCR v18C metafile
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Date Initial RX SEER, Ca Dir RX, Schema ID (SEER) MN5022 SEER
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Date Regional LN Dissection, RX Summ Scope Reg LN Sur (CO

Date Regional LN Dissection, RX Summ Scope Reg LN Sur, Co' N4209 SEER

Date Regional Lymph Node Dissection, RX Date Surgery (NAAC N4210 NAACCR
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H Save

| Agencies-1 | edits-2 | Edit Sets-3 | Fields~4 | Layouts-5 | Messages-6 | Tables-7|

17



Appropriate standard error messages can be used for customized edits, either newly written or based on
an existing edit. The agency on an error message is not required to match the agency on the edit.
However, if an appropriate standard error message is not located, an error message can be added, with
the agency identified as either NONE or the registry agency code. If an error message is added, it should
be given a number starting with a high value, perhaps 50000, to avoid potential conflict with the almost
10000 message numbers in the standard metafile.

Any customized edit should be moved into the desired edit set, and any standard edit being replaced

should be moved out of the edit set.

File EditSet Tools Window Help
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Hosp: V518 COC Required - All+ CS NES0344 coc 1698 edits displayed. [T] Apply filter from Mavigator 716 edits displayed. @ All ) Suppressed

Hosp: Vs18 COC Required Confidential NESD015 coc Edit Name Edit T Agent ~ Edit Name Edit T Agenc ~
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FEREER T e TR Brain Molecular Markers, Date DX (NAACCR N293¢ NAAC
NPCR-CER Edit Set NESD266 NPCR Breast, Nodes Pos/Ex, Scope Nodes, EOD R N5037 SEER Brain Molecular Markers, Morph--Type&Bel N303: NAAC
Over-ride Misuse NESDO13 NAACCR CA-125 Pretreatment Interpretation, Schem N294: NAAC Brain Molecular Markers, Schema ID, Requi N3022 NAAC
i L LI B Cancer Status (COC) N0 COC Brain Molacular Markers, Summary Stage 2 MY0O' MYST
Pre2016 ¢,p mixed bag MNES0336 NAACCR Cancer Status (NAACCR) N122¢ NAAC

Pre2016 c,p required NESD337 NAACCR Casefinding Source (NAACCR) NO74: NAAC Breslow Tumor Thickness, Melanoma, Behz N303: NAAC
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5. Changes to Fields

The registry may decide to add new fields for non-standard data items that it wishes to collect from
reporting facilities. For an example, the registry has decided to collect chemotherapy information in two
custom fields. A ChemReg1 field, field number 20000, field length 3, and Chem Reg?2 field, field number
20001, field length 3 are added. Note that if custom data fields are added to the metafile, a custom
layout must also be created; the new data fields, and any edits using them, will not be available in the
standard NAACCR metafile.
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Field name ChemRegl Agency code
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Last changed
Census Tract 2010 Census Tract 2010 135
Referenced from these Edits Used in these Layouts
Census Tract 2020 Census Tract 2020 1325
Census Tract Certainty 2020 Census Tract Certainty 2020 369
Chromosome 19q: Loss of Heterozygosity Chromosome 19q: Loss of Heterozygosity 3802
Chromosome 1p: Loss of Heterozygosity - Chromosome 1p: Loss of Heterozygosity + 3801
Chromosome 3 Status Chromosome 3 Status 3821
Chromosome 8q Status Chromosome 8q Status 3822
Circumferential Resection Margin (CRM)  Circumferential Resection Margin (CRM) 3823
lIciass of Case [[cLascase
CoC Accredited Flag CoC Accredited Flag 2152
COC Coding Sys-—-Current COCCoDCU 2140
COC Coding Sys--Original COCCODOR 2150
Coding System for EOD EODSYS 870
Comorbid/Complication 1 Comorbid/Complication 1 3110 Prev Next
Comorbid/Complication 10 Comorbid/Complication 10 3164
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6. Changes to Layout

When the registry creates custom fields, with accompanying edits, the registry must also create a
custom layout to access these fields for editing. The registry may create an entirely new layout with a
limited number of standard and/or custom data fields, for a special project for example; or the registry
may copy the standard NAACCR layout, give it a new name and agency code, and add custom fields to
that layout.

NOTE: With either approach, an entirely new layout or a modified layout based on the NAACCR layout,
the registry must inform the data reporters about the positions of the fields within the report layout.
The reporters must match the positions of their data items to the designated positions within the layout
for edits to be correctly applied.

To create a special purpose layout with a limited number of data fields, click on "layouts" tab at the
bottom of the main screen, then "layouts" on the top menu, and "Add". The layout screen will open
with all the available data fields in the data dictionary on the left, and a blank screen on the right. Select
the data fields to be collected and edited for the special project, and click on the right-pointing arrow to
move each desired field into the layout. Click on the up- and down-pointing arrows to move the fields
into the desired position within the layout.

The next screen shows an example of a new special-purpose layout for collecting chemotherapy
information using a combination of standard NAACCR data items and the two ChemReg fields added to
the customized registry metafile.
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TAT
[@ Fie Lsyout Tools Window Help
® s M =3 ‘ & 2 ‘ + T Y 5§ ¥ ‘ o ‘
Cpen Close  Save SMF  Save As Login Cut Copy Paste Launch Add Delete  Copy As Filter Import
T s
Last changed 12/23/2019 22:07:52 Layouttag MYRLODZ

Description
Custom record layout for Chemo Data Collection Project

Exit

Fields in the Data Dictionary Fields in this Layout

Field Name Starting Position
802 fields displayed. 12 fields displayed.

Field Name Agency Field Name

Pos Type Len
Abstracted By coc Accession Number--Hosp _
10 D1

Addr at DX-—City coc Date of Diagnosis
Addr at DX--Country NAACCR 18 ChemRegl

Addr at DX--No & Street coc 21 ChemReg2

Addr at DX--Postal Code coc 24 RX Hosp--Chemo
Addr at DX--Supplementl NAACCR 28 RX Date Chemo

Addr Current--City coc 36 RX Date Chemo Flag
Addr Current--Country NAACCR 38 RX Hosp--Hormone
Addr Current--No & Street coc 40 RX Summ--Hormone
Addr Current--Postal Code coc 42 RX Date Hormone
Addr Current--State coc 50 RX Date Hormone Flag
Addr Current—Supplementl NAACCR
Adenoid Cystic Basaloid Pattern NAACCR
Adenopathy NAACCR
AFP Post-Orchiectomy Lab Value NAACCR

N N NN NN WW®

If the registry is adding fields to the standard NAACCR layout, rather than creating a special purpose
layout, the registry must first copy the NAACCR layout, rename it, and assign a new agency code.
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@ Editwriter v5 =S

File Layouts Reports View Tools Window Help

L s ™ - & 2 4 o he] LV 4

Cpen Close  SaveSMF SaveAs  Login Cut Copy  Paste ‘ Launch  Add  Delete CopyAs Fiter

u.f|i

Import Exit

Metafile: MYSTATE_v18D_20190623 smf

Layout name
Total layouts: 1

Layout Name Layout Tag Agency
NAACCR v18 RLO00D02 NAACCR

Enter UNIQUE VALUES for the fields shown below.

Layout name  MYSTATE v18

Layouttag MYRLOO1
oy st

Agencies-1 | Edits-2 | Edit Sets-3 | F\e\ds—tll Layouts-5 | Messages-6 | Table}]l

Custom fields for central registries are generally placed in the State/Requestor area of the copied and
renamed NAACCR layout, which occupies 1000 characters. The custom fields could either be added as a
replacement for the State/Requestor field, or added to the State/Requestor field as an overlay block.

If the custom fields are added as a replacement for the State/Requestor area, the total length of all the
new fields must sum to 1000 (custom field lengths plus "filler" field length). The first custom field would
start at the same position as the State/Requestor data item, but that item would be moved out of the
layout. ChemoReg1l, 3 character lengths, and ChemoReg2, 3 character lengths, have already been
created for the MYSTATE metafile. A MYSTATERequestor filler field of 994 characters is required to fill
out the 1000 characters (3+3+994).
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File Field Toels Window Help

L) I =3 & L) | ¥ L] B
Cpen Close  Save SMF SaveAs  Login Cut Copy  Paste launch  Add  Delte  Copyés  Fiter Import Exit
Metafile: MYSTATE_v18D_20190623 smf
Standard name
Total fields: 812
Standard Hame Local Name Stdi
Census Tr Certainty 2000 Census Tr Certainty 2000 365
Census Tr Certainty 2010 Census Tr Certainty 2010 367 __
Census Tr Poverty Indictr Census Tr Poverty Indictr 145
Field: [NEW FIELD]
Census Tract 1970/80/90 Census Tract 1970/80/90 110 @ JEe 1 E’
Census Tract 2000 Census Tract 2000 130 Field name MYSTATERequester Agency code
Census Tract 2010 Census Tract 2010 135 o
Census Tract 2020 Census Tract 2020 125 Local name MYSTATERequester Field number 20003 o
Census Tract Certainty 2020 Census Tract Certainty 2020 369 Data type String ('S ') - Field length  804| %

Chromosome 19q: Loss of Heterozygosity Chromosome 19q: Loss of Heterozygosity 3802

Last changed

Referenced from these Edits Used in these Layouts

Chromosome 1p: Loss of Heterozygosity : Chromosome 1p: Loss of Heterozygosity « 3801
Chromosome 3 Status Chromosome 3 Status 3821
Chromosome 8q Status Chromosome 8q Status 3822
Circumferential Resection Margin (CRM) Circumferential Resection Margin (CRM) 3823
Class of Case CLASCASE 610
CoC Accredited Flag CoC Accredited Flag 2152
COC Coding Sys-—-Current COCCOoDCU 2140
COC Coding Sys--Original COCCODOR 2150
Coding System for EOD EODSYS 870
Comorbid/Complication 1 Comorbid/Complication 1 3110
‘F‘nﬂnrhmf(‘nmnhrihnn n Cnmarhid/Camnlicatian 10 1 F;A =

| Agencies-1 | Edits-2 | Edit Sets-3| Fields-4 | Layouts-5 | Messages-6 | Tables-7| =1 Prev = Next

The StateRequester Items at position 3049 is moved to the left, and the three new items are moved into
its place in the new layout as shown.

File Layout Tools Window Help

~s-|asg‘4

[ »i X 4 L B
Cpen Close  SaveSMF SaveAs  Login Launch  Add  Delete Copyas  Filter

cut Copy  Paste Import Exit
Metafile: MYSTATE_v18D_20190623 smf ] )=
Standard name @ Layout: MYSTATE v18 =
Total fields: 814
Standard Name Local Name Layout name MYSTATE v18 Agency :od
I ChemReg2 Last changed 06/23/2019 18:13:05 Layout tag MYRLOO1
Chromosome 19q: Loss of Heterozygosity Chromosame 19q: Loss of Heterozygosit] Description
Chromosome 1p: Loss of Heterozygosity - Chromosome 1p: Loss of Heterozygosity| This is the layout for NAACCR Record Version 18.
Chromosome 3 Status Chromosome 3 Status
Chromosome 8q Status Chromosome 8q Status
Circumferential Resection Margin (CRM) Circumferential Resection Margin (CRM)
Class of Case CLASCASE - — - —
CoC Accredited Flag CoC Accredited Flag Fields in the Data Dictionary Fields in this Layout
€OC Coding Sys--Current coccope 3?‘:2:::;!";55@11. Blsiaf:::g?ss;:;ad. E
COC Coding Sys--Original COCCODOR
Coding System for EOD EODSYS Field Name Agency Pos Field Name
Comorbid/Complication 1 Comorbid/Complication 1 2974 Surv-Mos Active Follovup
Comorbid/Complication 10 Comorbid/Complication 10 ChemReg2 MYST 2978 Surv-Date Presumed Alive
Comorbid/Complication 2 Comorbid/Complication 2 MYSTATERequester MYST 2986  Surv-Flag Presumed Alive
Comorbid/Complication 3 Comorbid/Complication 3 2987  Surv-Mos Presumed Alive
Comorbid/Complication 4 Comorbid/Complication 4 E 2891 Surv-Date DX Recode
Comorbid/Complication 5 Comorbid/Complication 5 2099 Reserved 09
Comorbid/Complication & Comorbid/Complication 6 ‘
Comorbid/Complication 7 Comorbid/Complication 7 4049 Name-—Last s 40
Comorbid/Complication 8 Comorbid/Complication 8 4089 Name—First S 40
Comarhid/Camnlication @ Comarhid/Camnlication @ 4129 Name--Middle s 40 [0
*al 4169 Name--Prefix g 3
| Agencies-1 | Edits-2 | Edit Sets-3| Fielgs-4 | Layouts™5 | Messages-6 | Tables-7| 4172 NemeSuffix sla - |
I save i
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If the custom fields are added as an overlay block, a "filler" field to complete the 1000 characters is not

required. For the overlay block, the State/Requestor field remains in the layout and the first custom

field starts at the same position in the layout. See an example of an overlay block from the NAACCR v18
layout. The "NPCR Specific field" at position 1647 starts the block, which is 75 characters long. The first
specific field in the block, "EDP MDE link", starts at the same position, 1647, and is only 1 character in
length. The total length of the fields in the block is 19 characters, but the 75 characters assigned to the
overlay determines the location of the first field after the block at position 1722 (1647 + 75 = 1722).

File Layout Toocls Window Help
e ® ] & i) 4 H N 5§ ¥ L4 B
Gpen Close 5ave SHF SaveAs  Login Cut Copy Paste Launch Add Delste  Copy As  Filker Tmport Exit
i1 a
Metafile: NAACCR_v18D_2019( =
A2 G Lyout wanceR 1S oo )

Layout name
Total layouts: 1

Layout Name

NAACCR v18

Agencies-1 | Edits-2 | Edit

Layout name NAACCR v18
Last changed 04/23/2019 20:52:01

Description
This is the layout for MAACCR Record Version 18.

Agency codel NAACCR A

Layout tag RLODOD2

Fields in the Data Dictionary

Field Name
0 fields displayed.

Field Name Agency

Fields in this Layout

Starting Position
811 fields displayed.

Pos Field Name Typ Len *
= 1647  NPCR Specific Field s 75
- 1647  EDP MDE Link s 1
1648  EDP MDE Link Date 1 B
& 1656  Height s 2
1658  Weight s 3 (O
i 1661  Tobacco Use Cigarettes s 1
1662 Tobacco Use Other Smoke s 1
1663  Tobacco Use Smokeless s 1
1664 Tobacco Use NOS s 1
1665  Source Comorbidity s 1
1722 ACCID = 4
1726  Schema D g 5 v

i

Right-clicking on any field in the layout brings up the overlay block menu.
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&Edltwﬁterv

(=) X
File Layout Tools Window Help
® ™ 3 | & L) ‘ LT . T ‘ o | -]
Cpen Close SaveSMF SaveAs  Logn Cut  Copy Paste | Launch  Add  Delste  Copphs  Fiter Import Exit
i -
Metafile: NAACCR_v18D_201! e — =
Layoutname

Total layouts: 1

Layout name NAACCR v1i8 Agency code{ NAACCR

Last changed 04/23/2019 20:52:01 Layout tag RLOODOZ

Description
This is the layout for MAACCR Record Version 18.

Layout Name

NAACCR v18

Fields in the Data Dictionary Fields in this Layout

Field Name

Starting Position
0 fields displayed.

811 fields displayed.

Field Name Agency Pos Field Name Typ Len * 1

= 2991 Surv-Date DX Recode DL 8
2999 Reserved 09 3 50
3049 tz = *°00
4040 Na Create overlay block
4089 Na Add to overlay block
4129 Na Remove from overlay block
4169 Name--Prefix g 3
4172 Name--Suffix g 3
4175 Name--Alias g 40
4215 Name--Maiden g 40 3
4255  MName--Spouse/Farent s 60
4315 Medical Record Number g 110

Agencies-1 | Edits-2 | Edit

Overlay blocks can be challenging to work with. Consulting EditWriter 5 Help particularly for this topic is
well advised.

[ EditWriter Hel

ul = = 5 |
|| Hide Back Forward Print

Proms Nk —7 ] %1 [#1 # i [#1 i [# i ] ]
Cortents| Index | Search | Favortes| | Cmss e CQverlay
Blocks

Description LE%g\c Administr. Emor Test Edit Run Field Impact Layout
i W Editwriter - ftor Notes ~ Messages  Bench  SetFom Edits Form  of Chang
| Type in the keyword to find:

‘Na\ngaiur. Fields

Recommendations and Best Practices Updated 12/22/2016
Recommended Import Order
Incremertal Searching National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR)
Legic Editor Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Logic Helpers
Logins and Passwords
Lost passwords
Message Format Specifiers %Fn %Vn %Dn
Metafile Constitusnt Objects (MCOs) ‘Workspace Forms - Layout
Metafile Version and Comment
Multiple Selections in Navigator
i Layout Form: Overlay Blocks
Edit Sets

EDITS Tools v5: EditWriter Help H

An overlay block is an area of the Layout wherein the length of the first Field defines the size of the block, and additional Fields
Layouts of the same size or smaller are nested within that block.

Qverview to EditWriter
Quervien o St Purpose of Overlay Blocks
Flease read this
Create/modify Table structure Overlay blocks frequently represent alternate ways in which the data may be referenced from within Edit Logic. For example, data
HBECMF*“"SMIFEZ"‘“ES seipts item Morph—-Type&Behav ICD-0-3 (NAACCR # 521) is a five-character Field. It represents the data found in items Histologic
Repgr"‘g"e is Type ICD-0-3 (NAACCR # 522) and Behavior Code ICD-0-3 (NAACCR # 523).
Save As for workspace forms
Sarting Lists - .
Super user password Data Item described by the overlay block container
Suppress Edits for edit report
Tags .
it Set Tags In the Layout, the data can be referenced from Edit Logic by the block container:
Edit Tags
Layout Tags 57

Fields in this Layout

Starting Position
574 fields displayed.

NOTE: If a registry has created multiple layouts within a single metafile, the layout to be used for editing
any data file must be specified by the calling program outside the metafile itself. GenEdits Plus will
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identify layouts within the metafile; select the layout if there is only one; or provide a selection option if

more than one layout is identified. Other central registry systems which integrate editing with

processing incoming data files must specify the layout or layouts to be used.

C. BRINGING FORWARD CHANGES FROM PREVIOUS METAFILE
If the registry has customized objects in the metafile currently in use and wishes to retain them, for a

change to a major version of the metafile, the current customized objects should be imported into the
new metafile. The Help section in EditWriter 5 provides detailed information about importing when
changing to a major version of the metafile:

%) EditWriter Hel
© 2 5

Hde Back Forward Print

Contents| Index | Search | Favortes|

Type i the keyword tafind

‘\mum Metafile. Recommendations and Best P

Wrting EDITS P
EditWriter.dot
Elements of an EDITS Metafile
Email for technical suppart
EMF to SMF metafile converter
Eror Messages in Edit Logic
ExamDf file comparison tool
Fiters (Navigatar]

Fitter Edit Sets

Fiter Edits

Filter Fields

Fiter Layouts

Fitter Messages

Fiter Tables
Form and Fort Colors_ Font Sizes
Getting Started
Import Metafie

Definition of Terms

Impott Processing

with dependencies
without dependencies

Recommended Import Order
Incremental Searching
Logic Editor

Logic Helpers
Logins and Passwords
Lost passwords
Message Format Specifiers %Fn %Vn %Dn
Wetafile Consttuert Objects (MCOs)
Metafile Version and Comment
Wultpls Selections in Navigator
Navigator

“Agencies

Edit Sets

Edits

Fields

Layouts

m

=)
Promaus ek —— [ — O —— [ —— [ ——[—— [ ——"—[% [# ] [ [?1—
- TRIM UPPER VAL VALID_. YEARDI YEARIN Tools Metafile Recompile Convert Compact Form Impart Recomm What ™
W Editiwriter - Menu Version a. Ml Edts  Metafile (. Metafile  and Font. Metafile  ZENEESN  to Bxpec.

EDITS Tools v5: EditWriter Help
updated 12/22/2016

>

&

National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR)
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Import Metafile

Recommendations and Best Practices

For metafile authors who are updating custom metafiles from those published by standard setters, selecting a strategy for how to proceed is key to reducing
confusion and frustration. These recommendations are based upon our many years of creating and maintaining metafiles.

Before you begin: It is important to understand which metafile should be the Target, and which should be the Import source. While it is allowable to
import objects from any metafile into any other metafile, the process will have a happier result if the distinctions described below are taken into
consideration.

When Updating a Metafile to a New Major Version

When a standard setter's metafile represents a major edition change (e.g., NAACCR v15 to NAACCR v16), it is best to make a copy of the official metafile
(copy NAACCR_v16.smf to MyMetafile_v16.smf) and use the copy as the Target metafile for import processing.

The reasons for this strategy include:

= The new version year metafile frequently has deleted objects that should no longer be used; notably Edit objects that have been retired. It can be
difficult to track down deleted objects in your prior-year metafile and delete them. This difficulty too often leads to invalid Edits being run in the field.

= Field objects are eligible to change Field Length at a new version year. This can wreak havoc on Layouts from prior years.

The import order of objects is discussed in this section, and highly recommended: agencies; then fields,

messages, and tables; then edits; and finally edit sets and layouts.
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Cortents| Index | Search | Favortes 4| TRM  UPPER VAL  VALD_. YEARDL. YEARIN.. Toos  Meisfle Recomple Comvet Compact  Fom mpot LM | What
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Type in the keywond to find;

import Metafle, R dations and Best P i
e e, Pecemmendations and Se Recommended Import Order

Witing EDITS -
Ed"wﬂerj"[ EDITS Metafi It is strongly recommended that the import order described here be applied. The Import Metafile module offers considerable discretion to the user, but
E;gﬁ;mcﬁpm‘ support e that flexibility can lead to accidentally importing cutdated or modified objects, which in turn can lead to baffling results when running the metafile
EMF to SMF metafile converter against data records.

Error Messages in Edit Logic
ExamDif file comparison tool
Fiters (Navigator)

Fiter Edit Sets Agencies first
Fitter Edits
Ex::[:y"doins Bring in all NEW Agency objects, so that the ownership of all other objects will be retained. If an object is imported with an Agency code that is not yet in

Fiter Mossages the Target metafile, that object's Agency code will be changed to NONE. Refer to the discussion in the Getting Started chapter regarding the importance of
Fiter Tzbles Agency ownership.
Fom and Font Colors_ Font Sizes
Getting Started
Import Metafile Fields, Messages and Tables come next
Definition of Temms
Impott Processing
with dependencies
without dependencies
Best Practices
Recommendzd Import Order
Incremental Searching

These objects are dependencies of other objects:

= Fields are referenced from Edits, and used in Layouts

Logic Edtor = Messages and Tables are referenced from Edits
Logic Helpers =
Logins and Passwords . . . .
Lost passwords During the importing of Edits, Edit Sets and Layouts, the user is asked whether to import dependent objects that do not yet exist in the Target metafile, or
Message Format Specifiers %Fn %Vn %0n to use only what can be found in the Target metafile. (There are strategic reasons for choosing one over the other approach; refer to the discussions for

Metafile Constituent Objects (MCOs) each object for details.)
Metafile Version and Comment
Multiple Selections in Navigator

Navigator If the dependent objects are already imported before the Edits, Edit Sets and Layouts are imported, those objects will import without pausing to ask you to
Agencies decide what to do about missing dependencies.
Edit Sets
Edits
E\:ﬁs Tip: If this description is confusing, then just do as we say becsuse we ssid so. You'll be glad that you did.
uts

Edits come next

For a major change, it is probably easier to update edit sets in the new metafile with imported
customized Edits, rather than to import the edit sets and add the new Edits to the existing edit sets. Itis
also best to create a new custom layout in the new metafile with imported fields, rather than to import
the layout and add fields from the new metafile into the old layout. The new layout may have changed
significantly, depending on the changes in data items reflected in the NAACCR Data Dictionary.

2. Username and password

If the registry identifies its customized edit objects with an agency code other than NONE, before the
import process is begun, the registry should determine that it has the username and password for the
existing metafile. The username and password for the metafile will be brought forward with the agency
object. If the registry does not have the existing password, a new agency may be created in the new
downloaded metafile using the same code as in the existing metafile, a new password generated (as
described in B.1. above), the metafile saved with a new name for the registry, and then the new metafile
logged in with the recreated username and password.

If the registry goes through the import process and then discovers that the password is lost or does not
work, the registry can delete the agency, which will cause all the assigned codes for that agency to be
converted to NONE. The registry can then recreate the agency with a new code and password, save and
close the metafile, and reenter the metafile with the new agency code and password. At this point all
the edit objects that were previously assigned the agency code will show the agency as NONE. Each of
these objects can now be updated with the recreated agency code. See the following under "Lost
passwords" in EditWriter 5 Help for a description of this process.
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j P (e T o [ Editwriter - Menu Versiona.. AlEdts  Metafile (. Metefile  and Font..  Metafile  and Best.. to Expec.
Lost d! o
‘mﬁpasswms ost passwords
— The intent of this password-protection is to prevent a user from innocently making changes to a standard-setter's MCO, and then reporting an error caused

Ed‘fmmgrEdB:Ts i by the modified object. Training metafile authors to use EditWriter has traditionally included showing how to copy a standard-setter's object, change the
Elemerts of an EDITS Metafile Agency linkage to the author's agency, and thereby create a unique object which the author may modify.
Email for technical support
g&iﬁigzﬂ:’&:m“?e’ Alas, people forget their passwords. We chose not to assume the burden of asking them to send us their metafiles so that we could change the password
ExamDerllegcompansum?m\ and send it back to them. Instead, we added a page to the EditWriter v4 help file which decuments a back-door process for getting around the lost-
Filters (Navigator} password problem. Of course, if somebody intends mischief, they can use this back-door process to log in as a standard setter and modify anything they

Fitter Edit Sets wish. We are dependent upon the inherent goodness of our users, and so far this strategy has worked out for us

Fitter Edits

Fiter Fields

Filter Layouts The password back door is now closed

Fiter Messages

Fiter Tables
Form and Font Colors_ Font Sizes As of EditWriter v5, this back door is closed. The Import Metafile module (which was a key part of the back-door process) will import Agency objects, but
Getting Started will not overwrite a password. A user may delete the Agency object, which will cause all associated MCOs to change their Agency affiliation to NONE and
'mgugr,“rm?ﬂf.rems thereby make them eligible for modification. Or, the user may send the metafile to NPCR and request that the Agency password be reset. (See contact

Impott Processing information for support.)

with dependencies
without dependencics 7
Recommendations and Best Fracticss Super user password
Recommendzd mport Order
Incremertal Searching

Logic Edtor Starting with EditWriter v2 and carried forward through all subsequent versions, there has existed a "super user" login (user name and password) which
Logic Helpers L allows an author to medify anything in a metafile, as if the user had logged in as every Agency.
Lni\ns and Passwords 1
Lost passwords T This super user login has been shared with a number of trusted entities. However, the responsibility for maintaining the official NAACCR metafile has been
e o e ooy " transferred t th d the decision to share login credentials of specific A ith trusted others rightly belongs to th le wheo wil b
Metaflle Canstiuert Objects (MCOs) ransferred to new authors, and the decision to share login credentials of specific Agencies with trusted others rightly belongs to the people who will be
Metafile Version and Comment tasked with providing support for the metafile objects they create.
Multiple Selections in Navigator e E
Ni‘ggi‘;;s Therefore, the super user login credentials have been changed for the EDITSS0 tools.

Edit Sets

[II. MINOR METAFILE VERSION

Minor versions of a metafile are generally released to correct problems discovered when the metafile is
put into use and applied to thousands of cancer records. Errors may be found in edit logic,
interpretations of new coding and staging rules may not have been foreseen when edits were written,
standard setters may not have determined all their requirements by the initial release. As discussed
above, a central registry may move directly into the most current minor version of a metafile from the
previous major version, treating it as a major version (for example, moving from NAACCR version 16E to
NAACCR version 18C without moving to NAACCR version 18 and then updating to 18A and 18B).
However, if a registry has already made the update to a new major version and a minor version is
subsequently released, the registry should update to the minor version. The Help section in EditWriter 5
also discusses importing between metafiles when the change is to a minor version:
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TG,

If you imported a custom Layout from a previous year, remember that the base layout may have changed the data items included or even the position of
fields within the Layout. Your custom Layout will need to be reviewed and updated as needed. A good tool for finding the differences is Diff: Layouts
Comparison Report, selecting your custom Layout and the official NAACCR DATA EXCHANGE Layout.

When Updating from a Minor Version

It is often necessary for standard setters to issue minor version releases of a metafile within a data collection cycle (e.g., NAACCR v16A to NAACCR v16B).
The changes in these minor version releases are generally fewer, and focus on corrections to Edit Logic rather than changing the format of a Layout.

For scenarios like this, it is easier to make the already-customized metafile the Target (i.e., the custom metafile created in the preceding section), and
import the new and changed objects.

Here our customized MyMetafile_v16.smf is our Target, and we will import alf new and changed objects from the NAACCR_v16C.smf.

There are no new or changed Agencies, so we'll filter our list to display all Fields, Messages and Tables, and move everything over to the right-hand grid:

& Import from NAACCR_v16A.smf

[E=E (B FS)
Agencies match on AdminCode
Show status Edits match on EditTag
(21 Newr objects only
Changed objects only
Conflict resolution needed
@ All objects

Edit Sets match on EditSetTag
Fields match on FieldNumber
Layouts match on LayoutTag

match on ber
Tables match on TableName

New/Changed Objects from Import Metafile Objects Selected for Import into Target Metafile

FILTERED

0 objects showing 1034 objects showing

As discussed in the Help section, depending on the extent of changes and the amount of customization
that has been done on the metafile in use, particularly in edit sets and record layout, it may be most
efficient to import from the changed (new, minor) version of the metafile into the existing metafile.
Review of the documented changes in the change spreadsheet for the new metafile is critical with the
minor version update, as changes may have been made to a standard edit that was copied and
customized for the registry use. Any changes to the standard edits should be carefully reviewed, to
determine if similar changes should be made to the customized edits.

The changed objects are identified in the import process and could be accepted as a group, or the
changes between the import (new) object and the existing (target) object could be reviewed one by one
through the Diff function available in the import tool.
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IV. METAFILE VERSION DOCUMENTATION.

The last metafile task before implementation in central registry software or distribution to reporting
facilities is to update information about the metafile within EditWriter 5. Within the Tools menu, there
is a feature for Metafile Version and Comment. Updating this information with metafile name and date
and relation to NAACCR metafile will facilitate communication among reporting facilities, the central

registry, vendors, and edits staff who respond to queries and concerns about edit content and/or
results.
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