
MINUTES 

NAACCR Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, August 17, 2016 

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Eastern 

 

Roll Call  Chuck 

Board Members Present: Chuck Wiggins, Lori Swain, Deirdre Rogers, Frank Boscoe, Bruce Riddle, Eric 
Durbin, Antoinette Stroup, Chris Johnson, Heather Stuart-Panko 
 
Member Excused: Winny Roshala 
 
Ex-Officio Member: Betsy Kohler 
 
NAACCR Staff Present: Charlie Blackburn 

 

Consent Agenda  

1. Minutes 

2. Finances 

3. Membership 

4. Executive Director’s Report  

5. Correspondence  

a. C-Change 

b. UICC 

c. Buckley Email  

The Board removed ITEMS #5.b and #5.c. from the consent agenda.  These will be discussed later in the 

meeting.  

 

THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 17, 2016 CONSENT AGENDA WAS PASSED 

 

5.a.  C-Change Correspondence 

Lori Swain mentioned that some organizations share grant and funding opportunities as C-

Change dissolves their organization and mission.  She is aware that this request or approach can 

be somewhat awkward but asked if the Board was interested in approaching their organization. 

After discussion, it was determined that Betsy and Chuck will develop a plan to contact someone 

on their Board or staff to inquire about the possibilities.  

 

5.c.  Buckley Email 

Chris pointed out that one of NAACCR’s policies specifically speaks against the point of this 

initiative to create a firefighters cancer registries.  He asked if the Board was interested in 

thwarting the initiative and at a minimum to learn more. Betsy and Nan propose that they 

contact their US Senator Bob Menendez to see if they can learn more and understand the 



initiative to protect NAACCR’s interests in these types of items.  Betsy will try to get a copy of 

the bill and if she has trouble, Chris may be able to assist. 

 

 

Governance  

6. Call for New Items to Agenda          Chuck 

No new agenda items were suggested. 

 

 

7. 2016 Annual Conference Debrief         Betsy/Charlie/Chuck 

Charlie and Betsy provided some feedback that we received regarding the 2016 conference.  

Highlights of the summary were noted.  Some Board members mentioned that they received 

comments from attendees that we should reconsider removing the luncheon from the schedule 

and keep it in the schedule.  Chuck will bring this up to the program committee.   

 

 

8. Strategic Plan Notes and Updates            Chuck/Betsy 

a. SMP PDF Document 

The Board reviewed two sample PDF documents that outline NAACCR’s revised SMP.  Generally 

the Board liked the options.  Lori pointed out some stray text on page 11.  Chuck asked the 

Board to forward any suggestions, edits, and comments to Betsy and Charlie by September 9, 

2016. 

 

9. Policy Review Update                All 

Not discussed.  

 

10. Program Updates 

10.1. Canada                      Heather 

Heather said that several CPAC funding opportunities are available.  Deduplication 

efforts are in process and should be done in September.  They are also looking to 

present data with more infographics.  There is also a lot of support for building analytic 

capacity country-wide.  Death clearance has not been done since 2008 but do have 

three provinces on line at this time.  

 

10.2. NPCR               Chris  

Chris provided the report to the Board.  The Registry Plus users group next meeting 

shows Version 16 Staging Manual will be available in mid-August.  However, NPCR 

registries will not get Version 16 until September.  On August 8th CDC sent a letter that a 

full annual progress report is due at the end of September. The CONCORD data 

submission will be centralized in the US.  NPCR is going to submit the data for NPCR 

registries.  

 

 



10.3. SEER                 Eric/Winny 

There were no new updates provided. The next NCI PD meeting will be in March of 

2017.  The final plans are not yet announced.  Chuck said Paul Fearn is now going to 

work as Branch Chief in informatics.   

 

11. Investment Options and Conversation             Frank 

Frank followed up on the mutual fund options that Bruce outlined earlier in the year.  Frank 

wanted to explore reallocate some funds into less costly funds.  He thought that we should 

consider removing the Ave Maria Fund.  He thought the costs were a lot and the return is 

minimal.  Frank thinks that there are some elements of the portfolio that do not quite match 

NAACCR’s goals.  Lori wondered if NAACCR should consider updating the investment policy to 

better align with NAACCR’s mission.  After discussion on the investment, history, and purpose; 

Betsy suggested we drop the fund due to poor performance and then have the Finance and 

Personnel Subcommittee revise the policy and consider a change. 

 

THE MOTION TO LIQUIDATE THE AVE MARIA FUND HOLDINGS AND PLACE REMAINIING 

INVESTMENT INTO CASH HOLDINGS INVESTMENT WAS PASSED. 

 

Strategic Alliances 

12. Steering Committee Update                                                                                                   Lori 

                 There are no immediate changes since the July call.  

 

 

13. UICC Booth Share with NCRA (Quick Update) Betsy/Lori 

 NAACCR and NCRA will hold a joint booth at the next UICC meeting in October.  Betsy and Lori 

will update the Board on progress and connections. 

 

14. Potential Meeting with Menendez Betsy/Nan 

               Addresses earlier in the meeting. 

 

15. Update on CAP, Other Partners Eric/Others 

Eric sent an email to Rich Moldwin outlining our concern for them to change their organizational 

membership.  Rich said he would send it to a higher level.  We have not heard anything from 

CAP at this time.  Eric will send another reminder.  

 

16. Sponsorship Registry of the Future Lori 

Lori said that NCRA is very interested in the conference.  In that light, NCRA is interested in 

being a partner in this event and will make a $5,000 contribution to support the event as a 

sponsor.  The Board was very thankful for their support and dedication to the conference. 

 

 

Professional Development 

17. Steering Committee Update        Deirdre, Bruce 



a.  SC Workplan/promotions        Deirdre, Bruce 

The Survey Course has not been completed because all presentations are not complete.  The SC 

is testing out elements of the LMS and is being tweaked.  A plan for recruitment and retention is 

still in the works.  The work plan was submitted.  There are no current proportions for the 

Communications SC but they do anticipate that the LMS will come up in the future once the soft 

roll out is complete.  

 

18. Survival Course 2017                                  Chuck/Betsy 

Chris is waiting to receive budget information and a plan for this workshop from the organizers.  

He mentioned that the organizers are seeking a 4-5 workshop.  He anticipates that this will have 

to start after the NAACCR conference which could potentially be Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 

Monday, and possibly Tuesday. The Board noted that this will be a very long time and difficult 

information to digest after a long NAACCR meeting.  The Board is very supportive of the idea in 

general but need to consider all elements of the offer. Chuck proposed that we wait to receive 

the proposal and make a decision at that time.  Nan shared that there are a lot of people that go 

to NAACCR who would also want to attend this course but she does not know that a lot of 

registries will have the ability to send staff for that length of time. Betsy suggested that this 

could be discussed off line at another time if needed. It was decided that Betsy and Chris would 

talk after the Board call. 

 

Research and Data Use 

19. Steering Committee Update  Frank/Chris 

a.  SC Workplan/promotions Frank/Chris 

The last conference call was August 5th.  The major work was on Journal Club and Surveillance 

webinars as well as the final SMP Work Plan. The group was also asked to look at SEER Explorer 

but he thought that it would be good to look at from a NAACCR Board perspective.  Betsy 

thought this was a good idea.  The Board asked Christ to forward a link to the site.  

 

Standardization & Registry Development 

20. Steering Committee Update                                                                    Eric, Winny, Heather 

a.  SC Workplan/promotions                                                                    Eric, Winny, Heather  

Betsy said that XML 1.1 will update will be posted to the NAACCR web site.  The other major 

topic is to gain input form the Board on the in-person meeting to reorganize the committee.  A 

Registry of the Future webinar will be held later in the year.  Some data analysis will also be 

shared to the attendees.   

 

21. Request for In-person Meeting Budget Eric, Winny, Heather 

The SRD Steering Committee forwarded a proposed budget and justification for an in-person 

meeting. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss whether to reorganize the committee.  The 

scope and reach of the current committee is quite large.  During the last SMP process, it came to 

the realization of those working on the plan that a reorganization is probably needed to parse 

out work. Charlie worked with Randi Rycroft on a draft budget which was discussed. Betsy 

shared ideas that she and Charlie had to save anywhere from $3K – $5K from the $22K budget 



presented.  This is an unbudgeted expense and would impact the overall NAACCR budget 

significantly without an immediate solution for making up the expense. Eric, Nan, and Heather 

thought that the group would be interested in any suggestions from the Board.  It was 

determined that Charlie will work with Betsy on a location, date, budget, and impact on such a 

meeting.  The plan is to approve the meeting and finalize at the September 2016 meeting.  

 

22. Status update on Staging Issues  Betsy 

Betsy provided background on the most recent assessment of data items and staging issues.  

Collection of the items is still an issue.  Betsy provided some feedback to the UDS group for 

them to think about.  She said the XML consideration is still a major element to consider in the 

process.  Chris thanked Betsy for the VPR deduplication process as a side note.  Chris will put 

something in the next Narrative.  The staging letter referenced below was to be in the most 

recent edition of the Narrative  

 

23. Unresolved Issue:  Letter or town meeting regarding stage situation                            All 

This item was consolidated with item 22 above.  

 

Communications  

24. Steering Committee Update  Lori, Winny 

a.  SC Workplan/promotions                                                                                             Lori, Winny 

The group is working toward having the NAACCR Twitter account to become a verified account.  

We had 100 unique views of the Prostate article. The group asked if the Narrative should have a 

theme.  They wanted to get input form the Board on this idea.  The Board said the committee 

can make that decision. 

 

25.    Adjournment and Next Meeting 

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM Eastern. The next teleconference call is scheduled for 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 at 1:00 PM Eastern.  

 

Other  
Documents for Review 2016 -2017                            

 

a. Standards Volume I     (V17)                                         Nan  Chris 

b. Standards Volume II (Version 17)                               Chris  Chuck 

c. Standards Volume I     (V18)                                                    June 2017 

d. Standards Volume II (Version 18)                                 June 2017 

e. Revised XML Standard                                                  Frank                       Bruce  July  

f. Revised Vol V        June 2017 

 

The remaining document reviewers will be assigned later in the year.  


