
 

 

MINUTES 

NAACCR Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm Eastern 

 

Roll Call  Chuck 

Board Members Present: Chuck Wiggins, Winny Roshala, Lori Swain, Deirdre Rogers, Frank Boscoe, 
Bruce Riddle, Chris Johnson 
 
Ex-Officio Member: Betsy Kohler 
 
Board Member Excused: Kim Vriends Jill MacKinnon, Eric Durbin 

 

NAACCR Staff Present: Charlie Blackburn 

 

Consent Agenda  

1. Minutes 

2. Finances 

3. Membership  

4. Executive Director’s Report  

5. Correspondence  

The motion to approve the consent agenda for May 18, 2016, was passed. 
 

Governance  

6. Executive Board Membership          Betsy 

Hannah Weir provided some background information regarding CDC’s past restriction about a 

CDC staff member being allowed to sit on a funded agencies’ Board of Directors.  In the past, 

members of CDC and NCI were allowed to sit on NAACCR’s Board.  Many years ago, the US 

Government policy changed to restrict such involvement on Boards.  Apparently, this rule has 

changed at least for CDC.  Lori Swain provided her input on this matter.  She appreciated the 

suggestion but feels as though the current structure of having Sponsoring Members appoint a 

representative from each agency with the Liaison of the SMO Representative to the Board is the 

best long-term solution for the NAACCR Board.  Winny agreed with this opinion.  Members of 

the Board discussed the history of this topic to better develop an opinion.  Lori also explained 

how CDC staff interact with her non-elected positions now need clearance as CDC employees to 

participate in these NCRA group activities. The Board’s decision was to retain the Board 

structure and SMO membership / representative structure as it is now.  

 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report Proposal for Business Meeting       Bruce 

Bruce has proposed that NAACCR modify the Treasurer’s Report that is provided at the Annual 

Business Meeting.  He has worked through several versions with Charlie Blackburn and shared a 



 

 

version with Betsy to obtain some input.  The Board was provided the proposed language prior 

to the Board meeting for review.  The Board discussed options for the information and any pros 

or cons that may arise out of the information proposed to be provided. Chuck asked that BOD 

members provide feedback to Charlie by May 25, 2016.  He also asked that Charlie send the 

information to all Board members with instructions and the deadline.  Chuck also thanked Bruce 

for developing this document and the other fiscal work he has done over the last year.  

 

8. Strategic Plan Update              Chuck/Betsy 

The NAACCR Strategic Management Plan was provided to the Board for their review.  This plan 

has been sent to committees, staff, and steering committee members for input.  The Board 

provided specific input on items within the plan.  Bruce and Winny asked that we distinguish 

between “member” and “participant” to help describe the role of the organization and 

employees within those member organizations.  Additionally, Chuck suggested adding an 

appendix to define acronyms used in the document.  Betsy will make sure this is added.  

 

9. Program Updates 

7.1. Canada                Kim 

Kim Vriends was not in attendance today. Betsy and Chuck will provide input on this 

topic in agenda item #18 below.  

 

7.2. NPCR              Chris  

Year 5 of NPCR funding will begin on June 30, 2016.  As of yet, Chris’ registry, Idaho, has 

not received specific notice yet.  He has heard that it will include level funding.  Bruce 

Riddle has not received anything specific at this time.  NPCR is entering the 4th year of a 

cycle with AJCC.  The next focus will be delivering AJCC Stage training materials for the 

NPCR training coordinators.  The official announcement for a NPCR Branch Chief was 

sent around May 9, 2016.  For the Central Registries that use CRS Plus have a scheduled 

release for June of 2016. Chris also sent Betsy a set of slides on CDC’s stage transition 

presentations.  This highlights the issues and problems that registries will likely 

experience when these changes occur. Question: Is this something that should be 

shared with the S&RD SC for consideration for their in person meeting when discussing 

how to operationalize stage transition issues?  

 

7.3. SEER                 Eric/Winny 

The SEER newsletter was sent to the NAACCR ListServ yesterday.  The newsletter 

outlined new leadership, structure, and overall direction for the program.  Winny 

encouraged everyone to review it.  She reminded everyone about the capacity 

statement for the new SEER RFP.  The deadline was May 2, 2016.  Annual registry 

reports were due on April 30, 2016.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

Research and Data Use 

10. Steering Committee Update Frank 

Discussion of the synthetic data item task force group continues.  Work on early estimates data 

items continues.  They will be finalizing on their NAACCR Conference Presentations will be 

finalized in early June.  

 

11. Update on VPR, Camp Lejeune Betsy 

The matching activity went very well. Betsy will be working on filling some gaps with the 

Program Manager being off for a short time.  Betsy is speaking with the SEER staff on this plan 

and believes that all activities will move forward uninterrupted.   

 

Standardization & Registry Development 

12. Steering Committee Update Winny 

The group discussed the numerous data item additions as a result of the AJCC 8th Edition.  They 

are several months past the deadline to request new data items for 2017.  Since the Change 

Management Board is outside the umbrella of NAACCR, it was just a topic of conversation with 

no immediate action.  Ambiguous terminology issues were also a point of discussion.  No ICDO-3 

Task Force meeting was held in May. Winny is working with Jim Hofferkamp on this group’s 

work. April Fritz will not be able to attend the conference to speak on this topic so Winny and 

Jim H. will work on this in coming days.  The Steering Committee will meet at the Annual 

Conference and talk about TNM Staging and operationalizing the processes and provide 

guidance to registries. The Steering Committee is looking for a co-chair since Nan will not be 

available to lead the group once she starts serving as NAACCR President-Elect. Standards 

Volume II timeline is being developed for the future.  It has not been finalized yet and will be 

distributed upon completion. UDS has drafted a summary of concerns regarding the proposed 

Platinum Certification for NAACCR data.  This will be forwarded to the S&RD SC after the 

document has been finalized.    

 

Communications  

13. Steering Committee Update                                                                                        

Winny provided the report in Kim’s absence 

The meeting was held yesterday.  The most pressing items was to obtain feedback on the 

communications plan that was submitted to the Board in March 2016.  The group wanted to 

know if this has been accepted of if there is feedback on any sections of the plan.  Lori has 

provided Chuck with input from the document.  Chuck will work on this in coming weeks.  He 

hopes to have a formal written response to the group before the Annual Meeting. Social media 

work postings will be active during the Annual conference.  The NAACCR Blog Site has been 

updated. The NAACCR web site redesign is still in process.  The NAACCR office will be finalizing 

a recommendation for a vendor and funding plan for the web site redesign.  Charlie said that 

he hopes this will be completed within a week or two. Additionally, there has been concept 

discussion of creating some type of forum portal on the NAACCR web site in which members 

can submit questions or comments seeking clarification.  The questions could be screened by 



 

 

NAACCR staff and responses could be provided by NAACCR staff and/or a specific Steering 

Committee or WG/TF lead, as appropriate.  The point is to provide NAACCR members with 

another method of communication through these transitional times. They will want to continue 

this discussion at the conference in-person meeting.  She will update the Board in June on this 

concept.   

 

 

Professional Development 

14. Steering Committee Update      Deirdre 

The Survey Course is the main topic of conversation.  They are still waiting on course content 

from contributors.  They are trying to decide a plan B if content is not received soon. This is not 

final yet though. The Education LMS was also demonstrated.  The group is excited to begin to 

offer the platform.  Betsy asked Deirdre if we have heard if states received announcements at 

this time. She would like the Board to make this a topic of conversation so that we can be in 

sync for that.  Deirdre thought we would hear more in the summer for proposals in early 2017.  

 

15. Annual Conference Breakfast Informational Session         Betsy/Charlie 

There is a tentative slot for an open meeting breakfast on Tuesday of the Annual Conference.  

This was a loose concept where the Board, Staff, and Chairs would be available for dialogue and 

questions.  Betsy and Charlie asked if the Board wanted to offer this type of slot or remove it 

this year.  Consensus? I don’t recall hearing strong feelings about having this, especially if it is 

scheduled prior to the conference opening.    

 

Strategic Alliances 

16. Steering Committee Update                                                                                          Lori 

Lori began the conversion that the concept of NAACCR conducting 1 on 1 meeting has 

progressed well over the last year.   Meetings with CDC, NCI, ACS, Canadian Cancer Registry and 

other stakeholders have been held.  Specific information is listed below in the following agenda 

items.  

 

17. NCCCS Meeting Update (Staging issues, Edit issues etc.) Betsy 

This group was on hiatus over the last few years.  They most recently convened a group to 

meeting a couple of weeks ago.  They outlined come concepts on staging.  This was a lively 

discussion with many issues brought up for future analysis.  Other items such as derived stage, 

8th Edition rules and delay of implementation. The exact repercussions of delay regarding the 8th 

Edition changes are very possible.  Chuck and Lori thanked Betsy for her efforts in getting this 

group together.  Chuck also thanked Lori for he help with the meeting also.  Winny asked if the 

proceedings of the NCCCS meeting will be available to read.  Lori said that there will be notes 

available but was not sure when just yet.    

 

 

 



 

 

18. Canada Meeting Update (StatCan, PHAC, CPAC) Betsy/Chuck 

Chuck and Betsy had very productive meetings with Canadian partners in early May.  Much of 

the information during the meeting outlined the Canadian partnerships with NAACCR, their 

current provincial issues.  They are moving toward developing a document to outline the 

requirements and issues moving forward.   

 

Other  

19.           In-Person Board Meeting at NAACCR Annual Conference  

The NAACR Board of Directors in-person meeting for Sunday, June 12, 2016 from 8AM – 5PM.  

Details on the meeting will be made available closer to the meeting.  

 

20. NAACCR Awards 

Award ballots were sent yesterday.  The deadline is Thursday.  Betsy asked members to vote as 

soon as possible. Chris mentioned that there may be an additional person to include.  He will 

forward information to Betsy as soon as possible.  Betsy will coordinate with Dustin and re-

issue the ballot.   

 

21. Adjournment and Next Meeting 

The meeting adjourned at 3:05 Eastern.  The next meeting of the Board will be the June 12, 

2016 in-person meeting in St. Louis at the 2016 NAACCR Annual Conference.  

  

 
Documents for Review 2015-2016                            Primary                Secondary  Month 

Communications Plan                                                 Lori                          Chuck  August 

Standards Volume I                                                     Chris                       Deirdre  October 

Standards Volume II (Version 16)                             Winny                      Chris  September 

Standards Volume II (Version 17)                             Kim                            Eric  June 

XML Specification                                                        Frank                         Bruce   

Discharge Data    Jill     Deirdre  October 

CINA Survival Report   Frank      Chuck  October 


