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Why the investment?

ROI - Return on Investment
Bang for the Buck
NCI Director’s Challenge:  

Eliminate suffering and death 
due to cancer by 2015
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What has been provided?

“Dynamic views of cancer statistics for 
prioritizing cancer control efforts in the 
nation, states, and counties”
Cancer sites include All Sites, Bladder, 
Breast (female), Cervix, Colon & Rectum, 
Lung & Bronchus, Melanoma, Oral & 
Pharynx, and Prostate
Targeted Audiences include health 
planners, policy-makers, cancer 
information providers
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What was the design vision?
Quick and Easy Decision Support

graphical and statistical summaries over geography, 
over time, and over demographic subgroups
measures of statistical stability for the layman

Standard characterization of cancer burden
illuminate disparities so they can be addressed
support planning and analysis

Synthesize data from existing Public Health 
Surveillance Systems
Make Seductive - fun, interactive, exploratory
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CancerControlPLANET.cancer.gov
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StateCancerProfiles.cancer.gov
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Quick Profile

Links to 
what’s 

provided

Help

Explore
Deeper
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Behind the Story: 
How many?  How much above?
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Data Table: 
How many died?  How much above?
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Modify Quick Profile to Explore 
URL has coding

Breadcrumb navigation
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Modify Historical Trends

Customize Picks

Take off
yearly points
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Latest Rates Percents Counts
aka Linked Micromap Plots
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Sample Story: What is the age 
distribution of the population?
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Which research tested intervention 
programs (RTIPS) target my 
demographics?
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Evolutionary Prototyping
Design & Evolve

Usability TestingFocus Groups
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Design Challenges

Protecting confidentiality of cancer patients.
Ensuring that users of the system do not 
misinterpret the information.
Providing graphics that support complex 
decisions yet are easy to understand.
Complying with Section 508 of the 
Rehabilitation Act for web accessibility.
Competing standards for Web design
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Technical Challenges

Screen Resolution
Netscape at NCI
Cookie Monster
UGBoJ - Ugly Gray Box of JAVA
Firewalls
Inconsistency in what data is available
Open Source vs “OTS” (off the shelf)
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What’s Next?
Near Term

Data updated (USCS 2000, BRFSS 2002)
Complete features (Export, Show Me)
NCHS adopting Linked Micromap Plots

Longer Term
Share data across the Internet
Additional cancer statistics (stage, YPLL)
County-level historical trends (ie Joinpoint)
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Please, Help us improve!!

Contact Us
statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov
cancercontrolplanet.cancer.gov

Email – bellsu@mail.nih.gov
Sue Bell
Surveillance Research and Applications Branch
SRP, DCCPS, NCI
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