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Outline

• The guide:  CAP Cancer Checklists
• Transformation to the eCC
• Why XML?
• Examples
• What’s next? 

– AJCC 7th edition
– CS mapping
– CAP Cancer Committee updates
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CAP Cancer Checklists
What are they?
• Guidelines to aid the pathologist in 

collecting the essential data elements 
needed in the pathology report for each 
tissue type

• Created in printable format by CAP 
Cancer Committee

• Transformed to electronic format (XML) 
with eCC
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eCC Features 2
• Interoperable 

(platform 
independent)

• Portable, 
exchangeable 
format (XML) 

• Used in various 
lab and cancer 
registry 
Information 
Systems

• Mappings
– SNOMED CT now
– LOINC, CS future

• Regularly scheduled 
releases and updates
– AJCC 7th Edition
– SNOMED CT
– CS 2.0

• Versioning
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eCC Features

• Structured data elements in a logical 
workflow

• Customizable for individual lab 
practices

• An example implementation of larger 
DIHIT product suite
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eCC Benefits
• Ensure essential data elements are 

collected in cancer reports
• Provides consistency, quality and 

efficiency in data collection and 
reporting

• Aids cancer registrars; educating 
residents

• Allows for compliance with 
– American College of Surgeons CoC

reporting requirements
– Canadian provincial and territorial 

requirements for pathology reporting
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Why XML?
• Open standard broadly adopted by HIT
• Interoperable bridge for exchanging data 

between applications
• Structured electronic document 

representing the information to be 
exchanged

• Endorsed by main standards 
organizations (HL7, IHE, IHTSDO, etc)

• First release Jan 2009 with current 
checklists (AJCC 6th edition)
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CAP eCC Evolution
• CAP Cancer 

Committee 
– PDF
– Word

• Previous Names
– CAP Cancer 

Protocols (CCP)
– SNOMED Encoded 

CAP Cancer 
Checklists (SECCC)
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CAP eCC Evolution-XML 
Format

• XML file instance (each checklist)
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CAP eCC Features- XML 
Basic Format

• Style 
(design 
features)
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CAP eCC Features- XML Table of 
Contents Format
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CAP eCC Features- XML 
Advanced Format



13

CAP eCC Features- XML Advanced 
Format

• Structured 
Report 
Example
– SNOMED 

CT 
encoded

– Can be 
placed in 
HL-7 
message
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Sample Cancer Report
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What’s next?
• CAP Cancer Committee

– Integrates NAACCR, CS 2.0 and 
AJCC 7th edition data elements

– New checklists (DCIS, Penis)
– Updated clinical content (i.e. 

Molecular Diagnostics)
• CAP PERT

– Transforms into XML 
– Next CAP eCC release
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Thank you!

• Thank you for your attention
• For further information, contact us at:

– (847)-832-7700
– capecc@cap.org
– apitkus@cap.org


