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What Is the NAACCR Record Layout?

File format used to exchange (most) cancer
e registry data in the U.S. and Canada
W B —Some path lab data being exchanged in HL7
7 and pipedaditinitiéeicf donmadss

“Flat” text file, one patient record per Iin@
Fixedfied widkin ({ields are mott dkelimibkod)

Managed by NAACCR’s IT & Uniform
Data Standards (UDS) Committees
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What Is the NAACCR Record Layout?

Most registries currently using v11.3, but
planning to transition to v12 around now or

within the next few months

v11.3is 377 active data items plus
30 “reserved” & 64 retired data items

v11.3 is 6694 characters per line
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What Is the NAACCR Record Layout?

Line length has increased slowly with time
as number of data items has increased, until
recently...

—v1.0v4.0 (19941 9955 ) — SE5800ctiaaaatdess
—v5.0v9.1 (199622022 ) — SRS6Cctianaattess
—v10.0vI1L.3 (200E2P09Y) — 66694cbhanat:
—v12.0 (2010) = 22,824 characters
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Number of Characters Per Line
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What's New With v12?

All date fields changed
—Now in YYYYMMDD fonmiait
—Only valid years (no 9s, 8s, or 0s)
— Blanks indicate wnkmowmn day, maointi, year
—New date flags indicate “Havor of Nuill™

—Only affiects how dates asgexahgedsdart of
Record Layout, not howststedrulthe registry
database
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What's New With v12?

126 new data items (incl. 26 date flags)
14 newly retired data items
Total of 489 active data items, & 15 “reserved”

Most text fields expanded 16 I lus doonomahave
1000 characters (mostly Dx & Tx text)

As a result of these changes, no. of characters
per line more than tripled to 22,824 !l!
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New Challenges for the Registry Data Analyst...
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New Date Format

All computer operations involving dates
(calculations, queries, etc.) using the

NAACCR record layout must be reviewed
and possibly revised

—Old operations expecting MMDDYYYY,
not YYYYMMDD

— How do you handle blanks instead of 95?2
» 20100715 vs. 201007 vs. 2010 vs.
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Longer Line Length

Many text editors cannot edit and save 22,824
characters per line

Popular editors that can’t properly edit v12 files:

— Programmer’s Hile Editdifreeware) truncates eac
line at 16,385 characters

— UlitralE=diit($60) wraps line at 4096 characters --
each line is displayed as six separate lines, so
editing is difficult
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Text Editors for v12 Files

Notepad++

— Download fironm
http://notepadsplassarretdoygmattikigtadrtrim

—Hreewaire

TextPad
— Download firom i/, textipad.com
—Available for purchase for about $25
—Hree tnal version available for download
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Text Editor vs. Database

Text Editor good for limited operations
— Couinting rows
—Viewing contents of the file
—Some mimimal QC, need to preserve coluimmmn
spacing

—Can do some colummn operafions using macro
recordings
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Text Editor vs. Database

Database good for advanced operations

—Rows camn be sorted ly amy colummimn

— Selection queries allow viewing of a sulbset
of the rows and subset of the columns

—Update quenes can do global changes to aill
rows or selected rows

—Can jperfonm calculations

o Alaska Division of Public Health
Preverifion Promdction Préfeclion




Importing a v12 File into MS Access

File>Get External Data>Import>Text Files
Click on “Advanced” command button
Click on “Specs” command button
Choose the NAACCR v12 import/export

specification
il
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Creating v12 Import Specs

489 data items, but 255 columns max, so need to
combine data items

Refer to NAACCR Standards Vol 2,
Data Dictionary, Ch 7: Record Layout Table

Start entering information into the fixed width
Specs table

Make large text fields (>255 char) into memo fields
And after several hours...
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NAACCR
v12 specs!
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OR... Just call me and I'll send you my import specs!
(Conference theme Iis “Collaboration”)

DONE!




Congratulations!

You can now import v12 files
Into MS Access

o



Another Option...

t!




Example ODBC Linkage:
MS Access to SQL Server




Create Empty SQL Database




Import Data




Create Data Source Name (DSN)




Create ODBC Linkage













Export Records

DONE!




In Summary







